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In Memoriam 
 

Hector Vasquez, coach of the Under 16 Kenmore Express,  
passed away on September 17th following a 9 month battle  
with cancer. Hector was one of the best trainers in the  
Buffalo area, and had highly successful coaching stints at  
Holy Angels Academy, Daemen College, Delaware Soccer,  
Riverside Soccer, FC Buffalo, and Orchard Park Soccer,  
before finally finding a home with Kenmore Soccer four  
years ago.  
 
Hector developed dozens of players who moved  
on to highly successful college and semi-professional  
careers, but most importantly he touched the lives of  
hundreds of young people and taught them discipline, self-respect, and how to 
manage success and failure. Regardless of where life took you, you were always 
one of "his players". We will all miss him, but his legacy will last for decades to 
come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Hector with the Kenmore Express, the final team that had the benefit of his expertise, and his  

passion for the game of soccer and the players he coached. 
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Player Registration Open for 2015-2016 Season 
 

Although the new season is underway, we are still registering players for the 2015-2016 
season. We have significant interest from new players looking to join travel soccer for the first 
time, and players looking to move from other soccer organizations. 
 
Unlike many soccer clubs, there is no cost to register for Kenmore Soccer. Fees are not due 
until you accept a roster spot. However, registration allows us to determine how many teams 
we will be forming, and allows us to align our staff. Once we have done that, we then issue 
rostering offers, which began at the end of July and will continue as new players register. 
 
As in past years, you can request placement on a specific team. We do our best to honor 
those requests, but United States Youth Soccer does impose maximum roster sizes, so we  
cannot always meet everyone’s request. 
 
To register for the 2015-2016 season, simply log into your account and select the Register  
link next to your child’s name. Travel and Travel/Academy for 2015-2016 should appear as  
an option to select. 
 
New players to Kenmore Soccer will need to create an account before registering, by following 
the instructions under the Join Kenmore Soccer link on the landing page at 
www.kenmoresoccer.com. 
 

The Under 13 Kenmore Ravens participated in the player walkout at the Chicago RedStars 
at WNY Flash match in late August 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com�


3 

 

Kenmore Soccer Day at UB/Canisius College Match 
 
 

Kenmore Soccer Day was celebrated at the UB/Canisius men’s soccer match on Tuesday 
September 1st. Players from several of our teams were able to hold a training session 
prior to the game, hold a cookout, participate in player walkouts, serve as ball boys 
during the match, and play a halftime scrimmage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks to UB staff and Kenmore Blue Devils coach Shane Magaris, with special 
appreciation to Gaetana Galante who coordinated the entire event for Kenmore Soccer 
families. 
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10 Signs You Are Coddling Your Young Athlete 
By Janis B. Meredith 

 
 In youth sports, there seem to be two extremes when it comes to parenting and coaching: the 
coddlers and the "old-school" thinkers. 

Old-school thinkers are more hard-nosed, less compassionate, and tend to think that showing empathy 
will not make a kid better or stronger. 

Coddlers are perceived as those who pamper kids, are more concerned about feelings, and do 
everything they can to keep kids from experiencing hardship. 

Let's put aside the perceptions and go to the dictionary for the true definition of coddling: to treat 
tenderly; nurse or tend indulgently; pamper. 

With that definition in mind, perhaps there is a time and a place for coddling in youth sports: When a 
child is physically hurt, he should be nursed or treated tenderly; when he is emotionally injured, we 
cannot always assume that the instruction to "toughen up" will take care of the issue.  

Unfortunately, coddling young athletes has moved way past those exceptions and has become a way 
of life for many sports parents. No doubt their concerns come out of a deep love for their kids, but the 
tendency to indulge and pamper young athletes is not helping them become better; it is, in fact, 
hindering their progress. 

Are you guilty of coddling your young athlete? It might be time for a sports parent self-assessment. 
Here are 10 signs you should not ignore. 

You may be coddling your child if: 

1. You fight his battles for him by confronting the coach. If your child is unhappy with his 
playing time or doesn't like the position he is playing, let him take up the fight.  

2. You switch teams or schools more than once because your child doesn't like a coach or 
isn't happy with the playing time or position she gets. If your child is in an unhealthy situation, 
then by all means find a better environment, but switching every time your child is unhappy with her 
situation is teaching her to constantly run away from problems instead of facing them. 

3. You bail him out every time he forgets something: his shoes for practice, his uniform for the 
game, his permission slip for the game bus. Sometimes you just have to let him learn to swim on his 
own. 

4. You fail to see that your child is at fault, and look for others to blame. Coaches, refs and 
other players are easy scapegoats for parents who don't like to see their kids' imperfections or admit 
that their kids might not be the studs they perceive them to be.  

……..continued on page 5 
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Kenmore Soccer Expands Availability  
of Health Benefits to Pay Fees 

 

Kenmore Soccer is pleased to add the Blue Cross/Blue Shield Wellness Card program 
to our options for the payment of soccer fees. Similar to the Independent Health 
Flexfit and personalBest! Programs, payment is made on-line through the Kenmore 
Soccer web site, by entering the card data as through it was a Visa card. 

……..continued from page 4 

5. You join your child's rants about bad coaching or selfish teammates instead of helping 
her cope with the situation rationally.  

6. Your empathetic listening turns into a refusal to say anything that would upset your 
child. There is a time to shut up and there is a time to speak the truth in love.  

7. You intervene with coaches or teachers on your child's behalf, begging for mercy when 
her grades aren't up to par, or when she breaks a rule. Let her suffer the consequences of her 
choices; that's the only way she will really learn a hard lesson. 

8. You interfere in teammate squabbles, thinking you are helping to solve the problem when 
actually you are probably making it worse. Let your child work through his own friendship hassles 
with your sideline support. 

9. Your love and guidance turn into hovering and over-controlling, causing you to 
morph into a dysfunctional sports "agent" for your child. Don't force your vision for your 
child's future on her; let her figure it out. 

10. You try to guard your child from all disappointment, when in fact she can probably 
handle it better than you think. No parent wants a child to face setbacks or defeat, but life will 
always deal unfair blows and your child needs to learn how to handle failures and defeats. Let him 
start learning in youth sports, the "practice field for life." 

There is no one-size-fits-all parenting strategy, but in the end, your child needs your affection, 
encouragement, guidance, and tough love. 
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Indoor Training to  Begin in November 
Schedules Will Post in mid-October 

 
Indoor team training will commence in mid-November. As in past years, we will be 
utilizing a combination of school gymnasiums, the Epic Center, and Sportsplex from mid-
November through early April. Our younger teams will have the earlier time slots each 
evening. 
 
Schedules are still being finalized, and should be posted by mid-October via links through 
the Teams and Schedules page at www.kenmoresoccer.com. An e-mail alert will be 
issued when they are posted. 
 
As always, it is important to remember that we are guests in the school gymnasiums. 
Access to the schools is limited to the gymnasiums only. While we account for school 
holidays and exclusion dates (nights when the school has blocked usage) when we 
develop the schedules, there may be late changes due to school closures for weather or 
other emergencies. As a general rule, all evening activities are automatically cancelled 
when schools are closed. While we attempt to alert everyone via e-mail or via the “Field 
Status” box in  the upper right corner of the club’s web site landing page. 

Academy Continues Outdoors through October 25th 
+++++++++++ 

Will Move Indoors in mid-November 
 

The Kenmore Soccer Academy, the area’s only structured Academy program, will 
continue with outdoor sessions on Sunday mornings through October 25th at the Hoover 
Elementary School field. Following the outdoor sessions, we will move indoors in school 
gymnasiums beginning in mid-November, with the schedules to be posted by mid-
October. 
  
The Academy will split into three separate sessions once we move indoors — one of 
players ages 11 and below, one for players ages 12 through 14, and an Advanced 
Academy for older players which will be by invitation only. 
 
All of the Academy sessions focus on building individual skills, and require a commitment 
by participating players to attend at least 80% of the sessions. 

http://www.kenmoresoccer.com�
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Trivia Question 

(answer on page 8) 

What country was the first to have women playing professional soccer? 

 

Apparel Orders 
 

We continue to offer on-line apparel ordering. Consolidated orders are placed with 
Inaria on the 1st and 15th of each month, so plan accordingly. 

Kenmore Soccer Acquires On-Line Curriculum  
and  Coaching Plans 

 
Kenmore Soccer has contracted with Pro Soccer Planner, a soccer coaching organization 
based in the Netherlands, to acquire and utilize their on-line software which provides a 
structured, detailed curriculum for age appropriate soccer training. All of our coaches will 
be using the software this coming season. 
 
The curriculum has been in development for the past two years, and is accompanied by  
extremely detailed coaching plans that outline specific training methods designed to 
achieve mastery of technical and tactical skills. It is progressive, in the sense that the 
skills build upon each other as you move through a season, or move between seasons. 
For example, what you learn at age 10 is the foundation for what you will learn at age 
11, and so on. 
 
Coaches will be able to access detailed plans for hundreds of training sessions. They 
include all of the components of every session, along with diagrams, coaching points, 
small-sided games and drills, and video displays. Coaches will even be able to access 
plans through their smart phone while at a team session. 
 
This application represents a major step forward for soccer in our community, and places 
Kenmore Soccer on the cutting edge as the only club in our area to fully implement a 
structured curriculum that includes every team and every coach. 
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serving the area's best pizza, 
and supporting our  
youth soccer teams 

Trivia Answer - from page 7 

 

Italy 

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, 
we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player 

recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  
information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 

Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
jpg or gif format. 

   

 

 

 

2375 Elmwood Avenue  
in Kenmore 

mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com�
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Fund Raising 
 

The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  
needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 

 

If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com 
with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get 

back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 

Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com 
E-Mail — voght@msn.com 

 
Telephone — 716-837-1627 

Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 
 

      To be the best soccer club in our community 
       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of     
         our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,     
         and fun 
       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 

The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your 
contributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please 
speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 

mailto:voght@msn.com�
http://www.kenmoresoccer.com�
mailto:doc@kenmoresoccer.com�

